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and covered by a thin layer of silk by the female. The larva
lives in or upon sponges. It has very much elongated, needle-
like, but flexible mandibles and maxillae. On the ventral surface
of each of the first seven abdominal segments are a pair of
jointed, leg-like, tracheal gills. When full fed the larva leaves
the water and spins a small cocoon of silk on walls or amongst
herbage, etc. From this, in due course, the fly emerges.
(Withycombe, 1922).

Three species of Sisyra are found in the British Isles : 8.
fuscata, S. terminalis and 8. Dalii. These have been treated
of by MacLachlan, 1868.

CONIOPTERYGID^E.

Mealy-wings.

Very small, the entire insect covered with a white waxy
powder. Wing venation simple. Hind-wings always
smaller than fore-wings and sometimes much reduced.
Species of this family are recorded from most parts of the
world. They are small flies (Plate III, Fig. 2), averaging an
eighth of an inch in length with wings at rest. They resemble
the Ahurodidce as the wings and body are covered with a white
waxy powder ; they can, however, at once be distinguished by
their long antennae, biting mouth-parts and more complex
venation. The wings at rest are carried steeply roof wise over
the body. Flight is weak and of short duration.
The head is relatively large with long moniliform antennae,
compound eyes and biting mouth-parts. Legs are well
developed, and the insect can run rapidly. The wings have a
fairly simple venation with very few cross-veins and are
covered with the white waxy powder common to the whole
insect. In the genus Conwentzia, the hind-wings are consider-
ably reduced. The tribe Aleuropterygince is remarkable in that
these insects have a pair of curious eversible ventral sacs on
each of abdominal segments one to five, and a rudimentary
pair on the sixth abdominal segment. These are situated just
below the spiracles ; their function is unknown.
The larva (Plate III, Fig. 3) is ovoid or fusiform with well-
developed legs. The mouth-parts are somewhat modified from